Since its introduction in the middle of the 1970s, flow injection analysis has encouraged a do-it-yourself approach [1] . Most of the advances achieved by the technique in the last decade has resulted from the use of home-made devices constructed to implement new flow manifold configurations and/or to allow the use of a particular chemical reactions [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] .
The technique is capable of reaching a high degree of automation [7] [8] [9] [10] . Although the management of the liquid sample is fully achieved after its introduction to the system, there are other steps that could be implemented to increase the degree of the analyser automation.
It is possible to distinguish four main steps that lead to a fully automated FIA analyser. The All reagents and standards were of analytical grade and were prepared by using fresh deionized water. The Cr(VI) standard solutions were prepared from a 1000 btg.m1-1 stock solution after suitable dilution.
Results and discussion
The instrument has been evaluated for a real FIA application. Figure 5 shows results obtained by using the analyser for the Cr(VI) determination, employing the FIA manifold described in figure 3 . The relative standard deviation of the height for the 15 peaks found between the two calibration runs is 0"5%. These 
